
CITY OF BENSON  
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  

June 15, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

THE BENSON PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION WILL CONDUCT 

A SPECIAL MEETING 

ON TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M. 

AT THE BENSON COMMUNITY CENTER 

705 W UNION STREET, BENSON, AZ 85602 

 

BECAUSE OF THE CURRENT COVID – 19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY, THE BENSON 

COMMUNITY CENTER WILL HAVE LIMITED OCCUPANCY AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 

MEASURES WILL BE IN PLACE.      

   _______________________________ 

                                                                       Michelle Johnson, Planning Tech 

 

A G E N D A 

 

The Commission may discuss, consider and take possible action or make recommendations pertaining to the 

following: 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The Call to Order will consist of the Chair calling the Commission to order.  The Chair or his designee shall 

then lead those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

The staff liaison shall call the roll of the members, and the names of those present shall be entered in the 

minutes.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

April 27, 2021 Special Meeting Minutes 

 

OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Consideration and Possible Action: The Commission will review the proposed site plan, and any associated 

plans including lighting, signage and landscaping for the proposed Jack in the Box restaurant located on the 

southwest corner of Ocotillo and 4th Street, 601 W. 4th Street. 

 

WORK SESSION: 

Discussion regarding the update to the City of Benson Zoning Regulations; review and discussion of the Zoning 

Regulations document and drafts of proposed changes; review and discussion regarding the interrelationship 

between the Zoning Regulations and other City documents or plans; discussion about past and future site 

visits/field trips and other means of community engagement. ** 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

POSTED this 9th day of June 2021 
 

All facilities are accessible to persons with handicaps.  If you have a special accessibility need, please contact Vicki L. Vivian, City 

Clerk, at 586-2245 or TDD: 586-3624, no later than eight (8) hours before the scheduled meeting time. 

 

** Material related to the Meeting is available for public review the day before and the day of the meeting, during office hours, at the 

City’s Planning and Zoning Department, located at 120 W. 6th Street, Benson, AZ 520-586-2245 x 2028. 



PLANNING AND ZONING MINUTES 

MINUTES OF THE BENSON PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

SPECIAL MEETING 

April 27, 2021 

 

Call to Order: 

Chair Andrew Abernathy opened the meeting at 6:00pm with the Pledge of Alliance. 

 

Roll Call: 

Nancy Fuller, Andrew Abernathy, Mark Romero and Dennis Bringham were present.  A quorum 

was present.  

 

Minutes: 

Commissioner Mark Romero motioned to approve the minutes of February 16, 2021 Special 

Meeting; February 23, 2021 Work Session; March 9, 2021 Work Session; March 11, 2021 Public 

Hearing and Special Meeting.  Commissioner Nancy Fuller seconded.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Old Business: 

None 

 

New Business: 

None 
 

Work Session: 

Planner Michelle Johnson explained that Commissioners would be reviewing multiple chapters 

that had been presented to at least one, if not both, of the attorneys the City had used over the past 

several years.  She commented that each attorney had amended the documents, with the last review 

having minor changes, though upon re-reading the documents clarification in the language would 

likely still be beneficial to future readers/users.  

 

Upon review of the proposed conditional use chapter, the Commission felt it would conflict with 

the goals of the proposed mixed-use zoning districts.  Planner Michelle Johnson agreed, noting 

that the marijuana use shown in the proposed conditional use chapter has already become a 

permitted use in specific locations of the industrial and commercial zoning districts.  It was 

acknowledged that some type of guidelines need to be in place during the interim period when the 

current zoning districts remain in effect and when proposed zoning districts may be implemented.  

It was suggested that the Conditional Use chapter be amended concurrently with the new zoning 

districts so staff, Commissioners and the public could more easily compare which uses may be 

come permitted in the newly proposed zoning districts.   

 

Planner Michelle Johnson commented on the changes she would suggest, but no changes were 

made to the draft since it will be revised again considering newly proposed zoning districts.  

 

On the attorney-revised version of the chapter relating to site plans, zoning compliance, and 

building permits, Chair Andrew Abernathy strongly commented that organization of the chapter 

was confusing and did not clearly identify either the process or end goal of how and why a resident 



would pursue a zoning compliance certificate, noting that he had never heard of such a thing.  

Planner Michelle Johnson responded that it was a real thing, but rarely used because the issuance 

of a building permit met the requirements of being granted a zoning compliance certificate.  She 

suggested moving the sentence that references the building permit acting as the zoning compliance 

certificate to the beginning of the chapter and reorganizing the chapter to better align with the tasks 

that result in the actual zoning compliance certificate being issued.  

 

Chair Andrew Abernathy questioned the square footage limitation on small livestock.  Planner 

Michelle Johnson replied that it was taken from another jurisdiction.  When questioned about how 

to deal with fractional remainders. Commissioners debated following the mathematical convention 

of rounding up at .5 or greater to allow an additional animal but concluded that fractional results 

would not be rounded up.  Chair Andrew Abernathy volunteered to research and draft a clause that 

more easily explains the intent. 

 

In reviewing the chapter related to manufactured home and RV parks, it was agreed to simplify 

the list of accessory uses by combining the three open-sided structure types (carport, ramada, 

cabana) into one type that encompasses all structures with multiple open sides and uses.  It was 

also agreed to add workshop as an allowable accessory structure type as that use is frequently seen 

on submitted construction documents.  All accessory structures in manufactured home parks are 

to be non-habitable, while accessory structures in RV parks may be habitable as they are often 

used as extra living space. However, an accessory structure cannot be used for sleeping or cooking 

activities. 

 

Commissioners will continue with lighting and signage at the next meeting.   

 

Commissioner Mark Romero motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Dennis Bringham seconded. 

Motion carried 4-0 and the meeting adjourned at 7:20pm.  
 
 


